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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents. . . 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta: 

I'm a high school teacher ina public school. | doubt that 
there is any advice you could give me that would help me 
with this problem, but I’m writing anyway — mainly just to 
get this out of my system. 


Every time | go anywhere in this city | run into my 
Students. | see them at movies, on Whyte Avenue, at the 
clubs, in restaurants, even at Safeway, while grocery shop- 
ping with the woman | live with! | am frustrated at having to 
be so closeted — but I’m afraid of the consequences should 
| ever be exposed at the school where | teach. My job is very, 
very important to me — | really love what | do. Do you have 
any suggestions as to how | could deal with this so that I'm 
not worrying about it all the time? | don’t think | could handle 
it if word got out at my school that | am gay. 

Very Worried 
Dear Worried: 

Trying to balance our personal and professional lives is 
difficult for all of us. | understand that you are worried about 
your job, but |am assuming your relationship is also impor- 
tant to you. Obviously, you can't stay in the house all the time 
— that could hardly be considered living. Instead, | suggest 
that you simply act like nothing is wrong and you have every 
right to be there whenever you run into your students. Avoid 
the clubs if you are afraid of the association they might make 
if they see you there. And look deeply within yourself to see 
how comfortable you are about being gay. 


| deeply empathize with the feelings you're having — 
they are not uncommon — but perhaps we should all think 
about this: If none of us ever came out and let people around 
us know we are gay, how will things ever change? How long 
will the stereotyped images held by our families, friends, and 


Advice to the Lovelorn 


Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will 
try to answer as many let- 
ters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace. 


co-workers continue — forever? Think of all the influence 
Svend Robinson, for example, has had, and how difficult it 
must have been for him to come out. He certainly didn't do it 
for himself — he did it for people like you and me. Anyone 
who has ever been true to themselves, and left the world a 
little better than they found it has had to go against the public 
opinion of mainstream society. In other words, if we're not 
part of the solution, honey, we're part of the problem. 

. Loretta 


Dear Loretta: 


| was in a relationship with a woman for three years — we 
broke up several months ago, both of us agreeing that it was for 
the best. Ever since we've split up, though, my ex-girlfriend has 
been spending all of her time with my twin sister, who is not gay. 
It's driving me crazy to see them together all the time. | am 
wondering if my ex is just trying to get even with me or misses 
me and is using my sister as some sort of “replacement”. Both 
my sister and | both live at home so it’s pretty hard to ignore 
what's going on. | feel left out and angry. My mom (who knows 
I'm gay), Says there is nothing wrong with their friendship. | 
disagree. What do you think? 


Steamed 

Dear Steamed 

Your mother is right. There is nothing you can do if your 
ex wants to spend time with your sister. It's a free world, as 
the saying goes, and they're old enough to do whatever they 
choose. Even if your ex is doing this to spite you, there's still 
nothing you can do. If you want your girlfriend back, then take 
the necessary steps towards making that happen. If you don't, 
let it go and get on with your life. 


Loretta 
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The Single Lesbian 


by Lisa Ashley 


In our community of pairs, partners, and “permanence”, 
it can be intimidating to be a single gay woman. Yet much of 
this fear is the result of the oppressive and dangerous 
attitudes of the lesbian community 
itself. Constant pressure to commit 
to a permanent partner often keeps 
the single lesbian from finding her- 
self, and subsequently, the soul 
mate she seeks. Our restrictive at- 
titudes are reflections of the 
misogynic world we live in; our at- 
titudes towards each other must be 
reevaluated in order to rid ourselves 
of the sexist conventions of 
mainstream society. 

You're probably familiar with the 
joke: Q. How can you tell when a lesbian 
is on a second date? A. She's driving a 
moving van full of her stuff. We laugh, 
ha ha. But deep down we cringe, be- 
cause it really does hit home. After a 
breakup, a gay woman stays single for a probable average of 
about, well, 6 hours. Why is this? Perhaps we secretly 
believe that there are hardly ANY gay women around so we'd 
better latch on as quick as we can to the one we DO meet. 
This is ironic because in fact gay people are absolutely 
everywhere. Experts estimate the number of homosexuals at 
about ten percent of the total population — that’s 
aproximately 3 million people in Canada alone and another 
25 million right next door in the U.S. — and many feel this 
is a very conservative estimate. As women make up 52% of 
the population, that leaves a whole lot of women to choose 
from! 

Maybe it’s because we're so unsure of ourselves out 
there in the dating jungle. We weren't taught how to ask 
women out, how to be assertive, how to make the moves. 
There were no role models. We were even discouraged from 
asking boys out, and |, for one was certainly never coached 
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on how to court a woman. No wonder we don't date before 
we SO quickly settle for (oops —I mean settle down) it’s just too 
damn traumatic. Still... there’s got to be more to it than that. 

| think the real reason gay women find it so unbearable being 
single is that lesbians themselves have made it so. The lesbian 
community frowns — and frowns 
deeply on — women expressing 


Wanncedata Tatar CtrraT themselves in any kind of sexual 


way unless they're in a permanent, 


physical intimacy as a natural  tnis-is-going-to-ast-forever kind 
outgrowth of friendship is both 
permissable and desirable even 
if the two women dont visualize them gets a REPUTATION. So she 
a future together. We have to 
stop making instant lifetime times at a Womonspace dance 
committments to women We have you witnessed the following 
barely know just so that we dont 
fee! bad about our sexuality. 


of relationship. A woman who 
dates several women at a time and 
possibly sleeps with one or more of 


grabs a new partner pronto before 
people start to judge. How many 


scenario: Woman walks by. Usual 
nods and greeting are exchanged. 
The woman is (sometimes) out of 
earshot when someone standing 
near you comments: “Oh, | know 
her. What a SLUT. She's actually dating three different 
women plus there’s a rumor she’s sleeping with at least one 
of them. And two of the women are friends of mine — so 
naturally | told them what was going on.” Second woman: 
“Goddess. She really IS a SLUT. Thanks for warning me 
about her.” Any woman who is even remotely sexual except 
with her “lifetime” partner becomes the object of derision 
and gossip, and risks losing the friendship and support of 
her peers. 

Why did we make rules like this? Is it because we are 
prudes and uptight weirdos? No. We made them because we 
live in a society that hates women — especially lesbians. We 
made them because we are still living by rules men have 
made in an attempt to control our sexuality. Rules that tell us 
when to be sexual, where to be sexual, how we are to express 
ourselves and who we are to have sex with. We are taught to 
be ashamed of our sexuality, that even to dress ina “sexual” 
continued next page 
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at law. And we, lesbians, who call ourselves lovers of 
women, are using these rules, made by men to control 
women, to oppress each other. 

This oppression is obvious not only in the larger 
community but in our private lives as well. Take for example, 
two women who want to become lovers. Both have been 
brought up to believe that to have sex they must be “in love”, 
or it is bad, wrong, dirty, cheap. So, consumed by passion, 
they “decide” they're in love, make a committment, and 
assume the relationship will last forever. By the time two 
women getto the first kiss, usually all that’s left to be decided 
is whose place they will move into. The truth, though, is that 
they hardly know each other. It's impossible at this early 
stage to know whether they are even remotely compatible. 
Real love, the kind that lasts forever, requires lots of time 
spent together in the everyday world, when the 
“honeymoon” phase has worn off. But at least these women 
won't have to worry about their REPUTATIONS. 

So what are a single woman's options? Well, she could 
decide to be celibate until she meets Ms. Right. | don’t think this 
is such a hot idea, because physical intimacy is a very special 
way of leaming and growing and understanding yourself and 
those people you care deeply for. She may not recognize Ms. 
Right until they've explored that aspect of the relationship. 
Undoubtedlty, though, some women would opt for celibacy 
rather than risk losing the respect of their friends. 

Maybe the single lesbian could pursue physical relation- 
ships with homophobic heterosexual married women to get the 
affection and attention that she wants and needs. At least that 
way no women in the community would find out. 

She could go to far away cities, like San Francisco or 
even Bagdad, and have a myriad of one night stands. But, 
the lesbian grapevine, being the conduit that it is, would find 
out sooner or later. Besides, the one night stand is not what 
the single lesbian is looking for. She is ultimately seeking 
her true soul mate, but in the meantime, desires deep, 
intimate, caring, and genuine relationships. 

Women are sexual, loving beings. We need to touch and 
be touched, to give love and recieve it. We need to under- 
stand that physical intimacy as a natural outgrowth of 
friendship is both permissable and desirable even if the two 
women don't visualize a future together. We have to stop 
making instant lifetime committments to women we barely 
know just so that we don't feel bad about our sexuality. 
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We certainly can be hard on each other. But the truth is, 
too, that the lesbian world is a wonderfully close knit, warm 
and loving community. Where else but with each other can 
we experience the freedom to be openly affectionate and 
loving with our own sex? We've stood united through end- 
less political battles, fighting discrimination, A.1.D.S., 
violence, hatred. We pull together time after time and never 
give up trying to make the world a better place. ; 


From this lesbian oasis we draw our courage, our lovers, 
Our spouses, our strength, our lifelong friends. But we are going 
to have to love and accept each other even more. We need to 
reject the rules that restrict expression of women’s sexuality. We 
have to throw out the dangerous dicta that sexual love for women 
can only take place in a permanent relationship. We need to 
accept ourselves and each other as sensual, warm, loving 
women. We need to be good to each other, and let each of us 
find her truth in her own way, without judging. 


Somehow we have found the courage to break free from 
the mainstream of society to live and love as we choose; the 
final step now is to discard the cultural poisons that have 
been inside us for so long, and celebrate the beauty and 
power of the whole woman. Let us create honest, caring, 


_ loving, passionate, (though not necessarily perfect or per- 


manent) relationships with women that we cherish and 
respect. And please, let’s not judge each other anymore. The 
rest of the world already does it for us. 


Karen E. Hewitt 
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Women’s Courses Offered 


by Wray D. 


Well, it's that time of year again when we begin to settle 
back into work or school — or perhaps both if you're planning 
On doing some part-time studies. The good news: there are a 
variety of courses offered at the University of Alberta that are 
designed especially for woman (or about women). 


First, the Women’s Studies Program, an increasingly 
popular department at the UofA, includes a wide range of 
courses that focus on feminist theories, history of women’s lives 
and roles in society, and women and religion — just to mention 
a few. There are also inter-disciplinary courses that can be 
credited as a women’s studies class from other departments 
such as English, philosophy, and Sociology. 


It should be noted that women’s studies can be chosen as 
a major subject of concentration in the Bachelor of Arts pro- 
gram. The courses are open, however, to everyone. For more 
information contact the Women’s Studies Program at the 
University of Alberta. The telephone number is 492-4078. 


In addition, the UofA has recently introduced a certificate 
program called Counselling Women. It is a part-time pro- 
gram offered through the Women’s Program and Resource 
Centre. It combines contemporary feminist theory with the 
practice of counselling skills, particularly aimed toward 
people already in a helping profession such as nursing, 
teaching, or counsellors from sexual assault centres. You 
would be eligible to enroll, however, if you have at least six 
months experience working with women in a paid or unpaid 
setting and an introductory course in psychology. 

Although the deadline for the fall term has gone by, it is 
worth noting that they are taking applications for the winter term 
until November 1, 1991. If you are interested in receiving more 
information please contact the Resource Centre at 492-3093. 

Finally, the Women’s Resource Centre offers many non-credit 
women’s studies courses as well as weekend seminars and night 
classes on personal development and life skills. Of particular 
interest to our readers might be the seminar on Lesbian Sexuality 
or the night class on Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility. To find out more 
about these courses please call 492-3093. 


Politics 


In Self Defence 


Boise, Idaho — Ina stunning decision, a lesbian woman 
has been acquitted of attempted murder of her lover. The 
“defence counsel argued that the woman, Priscilla Forbes, was 
acting in self-defence after having been beaten several times 


Lesbian’s Battle 


Utopia, Ontario — Michelle Douglas is in the news 
again. The lesbian lieutenant was bounced from the army: 


Her complaint to the Security and Intelligence Review ont : 
mittee in 1990 was eee in that the watchdog committee 


decision to the Federal Court of Appe: 
roll over and play dead, has in turn 


York last year, the board of rectors ae ay the organiza- 


t their policy is unconstitutional, that it 5 inconsistent ' 
te oat tion work needed to support the event. 


the Charter of Human Rights’. 
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A Closer Look at Dental Dams 


by Wray D. 


Recently, some active lesbians have been re- 
searching information regarding the effectiveness of 
dental dams as a barrier to stop the spreading of 
Sexually transmitted diseases. Although written 
documentation from the manufacturers of dental 
dams is yet to be received, it appears as though they 
may not be a highly effective safe sex method for 
lesbians to be practicing. 

The manufacturers of the latex dams have stated 
verbally that the purpose of dental dams is to isolate a 
tooth during dental procedures as opposed to using 
them for a safe sex method. The main reason for this is 
that they are not tested for their ability to stop transmis- 
sion of any bacteria or viruses. Although the final word 
is not yet in writing from the makers of dental dams, it 
does seem as though we, the lesbian community, 
should take heed that the dental dam latex is not tested 
the way condom latex is. Therefore, a suggestion 


Safe Sex Practices: 
e Massage 


e Hugging 

e Dry Kissing 

e Showering Together 

e Erotic Talk 

e Reading Erotica Together 

e Masturbation 

e Dildos and sex toys (never share with partners) 

e Body to body rubbing 
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would be to use a cut condom instead to create a flat 
piece of latex; this way we can be sure that they have 
passed certain effectiveness and durability testing. Be 
careful not to use the ones with spermicide. We will 
keep you updated on the developments ofthis recently 
uncovered information in future issues of the 
Womonspace Newsletter. 

The following is a list of safe sex practices that 
may be helpful to women looking for options: 


Possibly Safe Sex Practices: 
e French kissing 


e Oral-Vaginal contact (cunnilingus) outside 
menstrual period 


e Urine contact on unbroken skin 
Unsafe Sex Practices: 


e Qral-Vaginal contact (cunnilingus) during 
menstrual period 


e Qral-anal contact (rimming) 

e Sharing dildos and sex toys 

e Sharing piercing equipment 

e Sharing needles 

e Sharing toothbrushes and razors 
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Girl Meets Ape 


"His arm was twice as long as any human arm... . 
The nails were black andbig...The ~~ | | 
bulging forehead, the reddish tinge to 
the skin, the dark, humanoid eyes, the matted 
hair and open mouth all contributing to my 
vast horror.” Bigfoot, the creature of 
legend, does exist, and lives on a moun- 
tain in Washington state: this is the premise Hd 
of Calling Rain, by Karen Marie ChistaMinns ¥ 


— 


(Naiad Press, 1991). Bigfoot turns out to be a gentle, almost mystical creature, 
threatened by poachers and loggers. The novel is obviously inspired by the work of 
gorilla researcher Dian Fossey (portrayed in the movie Gorillas in the Mist. Minns has 


written a lesbian version of Fossey’s life. 
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A drifting college senior takes an anthropology course and becomes obsessed ____Santi/'/4 AN Nm Semen | 


with Dr. Darrian Stone, the scientist who discovered Bigfoot. Impulsively, Nikki 
flies to Washington to search for the womon and the ape. Halfway up Remmel 
Mountain, sick from exposure, she is found by the project staff. Back at camp, Dr. 
Stone turns on Nikki with mocking anger and puts her to work classifying bigfoot 
droppings. Like Dian Fossey, Stone prefers apes to people. 

Nikki's sincerity and hard work slowly win Darrian’s respect. She breaks through the 
older womon’s protective wall and they make love, in a scene as lush as the mountain 
greenery. Inevitably, male authority disrupts their rainy idyll. 


Ny te 


Call for Submissions 


Out From Under the Rock 


Coming Out Stories from 
Newfoundland and Labrador 


We are requesting submissions for an anthology of our 
coming out experiences from lesbians and gay men who 
grew up in Newfoundland and Labrador to become part of the 
first collection of our queer experiences in this province. 


If you do not want to be identified in the book, pseudonyms 
are acceptable. If you decide to change your name you must 
include your real name, and also include your date of birth and 
birthplace for editors’ use only. Confidentiality is ensured. 


Submissions must be approximately 1000 words in 
length. Typewritten is preferred, but legible handwritten 
material is acceptable. Please include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. All submissions will be considered. 


Deadline for submissions must be postmarked no later 
than August 25, 1991. 


For more information call Peggy Keats (753-1526) or 
Padraic Brake (754-3926) and leave a message. Or write: Out 
From Under the Rock, c/o Galt, P.O Box 434, Stn. “C”, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, A1C 5K4. 
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Jennifer Berezan — Passion & Politics 


A performance by Jennifer Berezan will highiight:an. 


as numerous events for gay, feminist envi | 
peace groups. ; 8 


An Edmonton Journal reviewer wrote this: of Jennifer's 
first appearance in real a “Heather Bishop was the Main 
Stole the spotlight . 
crowd of 500 with a flurry of well-crafted folksongs and 
dazzling finger-picking.” Her two subsequent solo c t 
in Edmonton sold out. : 

Jennifer's material freely mixes, the personal and the 
political, speaking to womyn on all levels. Her hig 


ing voice is particularly suited to sad songs like Once ina 


seat delighted the: ent thusiastic 


Take Back the Night 


The slogan “Take Back the Night” was first used in the united 
States as a theme for a national protest march down San Francisco's 
pornography strip. The march took place at night and was in the spirit 
of many similar events taking place all over the world. Take Back the 
Night is a profound symbolic statement of our commitment to 
stopping the tide of violence against women in all arenas, and our 
demand that the perpetrators of such violence, from rapists to 
batterers to pornographers to imagemakers in the mass media, be 
held responsible for their actions and made to change. 

That we have been unable to walk the streets after dark 
without a male to protect us from violence, has been assumed in 
this society for so long that people can hardly imagine a culture 
in which this would not be the case. The pollution of our media 
with sexist articles, programming, and advertisements, and the 
increasing amounts of pornography readily available, are hardly 
questioned. Rapes, muggings, and sexual harassment of women 
at all times, but especially at night, are the norm. For these and 
many other reasons we will march in numbers to protest. 

We gather this September 13/91 to speak out against violence 
against women and support each other in this struggle to reclaim 
and empower ourselves as women, alone at night. We gather to 
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Very Blue Moon, about the break-up of a relationship, and 


The Teacher's Song, which mingles pain and defiance in its 


chorus — “We don't live like you do/We may be outcasts 


~ and strangers, but the children would be in danger/If there 
~ weren't teachers like us in the schools.” Burning Times . 
condemns the holocaust of womyn slaughtered as witches in 
_..the Middle Ages and links their treatment to the rape of the 
earth today. Borderline describes the singer's nostalgic long- 


Passionate Ki. isses, she 


é > rhythm, Kitchen PavoltOn invokes the spirit 
womyn. “rising all over the world.” Fans are eagerly await- 
ing Jennifer's second record, due out sometime in 1992. 

The Edmonton Feminist Singers will open for Jennifer. 


Her concert will be-fal lowed by a dance featuring Edmonton's 


largest collection of womyn’s music. Tickets for the enter- 
tainment canbe purchased at the Women’s Program and 
Resource Centre (11019 - 90 Ave.) or at Common Woman 
Books (10812 - 82 Ave.) Numbers are limited. 


honour the women who have 
gone before us, who fell vic- 
tim to violence and to make 
changes for our daughters 
still to come. We will no & 
longer be silent. Our voice is 
strong and growing. All 
women are welcome to attend 
— please call your local 
ASWAC office for times and 
locations. 

Excerpts taken from 7 
“TAKE BACK THE NIGHT 
Women on Pornography’, & 
Edited by Laura Lederer. 


“Take Back the e Night? 


Edmonton Rally/March 
September 13, 1991 
Rally 8 p.m. at Canada Place followed by a march from 
Canada Place to Beaverhill Park (105 Street) and back to Canada 


Place. Entertainment at Mom’s Deli (10128 - 100 Street) after the 
march. All women welcome. Please bring a candle. 
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Foresight 


In position 

an ancestral woman 
squats on the ground 
racked with pain 
Scream after scream 
she opens herself up 

to bring life to her baby 
beyond the darkness 
that engulfs them 


Clear voices of altruisms 
from her mother 

and grandmother 
clamour in her head 

as she bears down for the last time 
She can feel hot blood ee 
gushing from her body A 
as everyone watches undaunted 
by such a common event 


To them she is a producer 
dutifully on the ground 
dutifully screaming 


Later 

the woman cradles herself 

with advertent thoughts 

as the baby clings to her breast 
Knowing no one heard 

the sound of her scream 

or recognized the red of their blood 
she envisions her 

daughter’s daughter giving birth 
with tiki dolls 

of this old world 

out of their sight 


Fy 
| 
Hd 


by Wray Dansereau drawn by Renée Fulsom 
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Womonspace Needs YOU! 


omonspace is ten years old this year. 
From the dream of a dozen or so womyn, 
we have grown into one of Canada’s 


longest living lesbian organizations. Together we have 
organized countless activities, many of which have 
been ongoing since Womonspace’s inception. The 
monthly dances, the Thursday night drop-ins, the 
Tuesday night general meetings, the monthly newslet- 
ter, and our annual general meetings have all survived 
the test of time. Each of these continues to entertain and 
inform lesbians from across Alberta thanks to the devo- 
tion of Womonspace’s most active members. 

Many times during the course of our brief history 
we have sounded the alarm. . . there were not enough 
active members giving of their time to maintain 
Womonspace’s Services and we were on the verge of 
terminating our society's existence. Every time, new 
members (or non-members) 
appeared at a general meeting 
and offered of their time and 
talents to fill the vacant posi- 
tions. Every time, exhausted 
members dumped their files 
and responsibilities on the laps 
of the new-comers; or worse, a 
raft of unrealistic expectations were dumped on the 
shoulders of these unsuspecting womyn. 

When the June newsletter arrived announcing 
once again that a majority of the board members had 
resigned, | cringed. | could envision the old scenario 
being replayed once again. After much thought, | 
decided to suggest to you, the Womonspace member- 
ship, a new way of operating which would be more 
humane to our active members. A new way of operating 
which, in fact, is very much the old way of doing things. 


e The following principles need to be respected: 


a) Womonspace isa “safe” space for lesbians to live their 
sexuality; 


b) Womonspace is open to all lesbians and seeks to meet 
the needs of all these womyn; 


C) Asan organization entirely run by volunteer labour, it 
will be limited in its activity due to the amount of energy 
invested into it by its active members; 

d) Every individual has different capabilities, resources, 
talents, energy levels and time-availabilities; 


e) Once an individual has chosen to volunteer for a task 
or responsibility, she is responsible to her co-workers 
who will facilitate the accomplishment of all the tasks; 

f) | Members who do not wish to be active in the affairs of 
the organization cannot expect to be involved in the 
decision-making process; 


e | suggest we apply these principles in the following 
manner: 


1) — Present active members will make an inventory of all tasks 
that need to be accomplished to keep 
Womonspace functioning; ie: coor- 


Many times during the COUTSe dinating dances, answering phone 


messages, opening the mail and dis- 


of our brief history we have tributing it, chairing meetings, 
sounded the alarm .. . 


publishing the newsletter, maintain- 
ing membership lists, bookkeeping, 
signing cheques, etc., etc. 


2) All active members will chose tasks that they feel 
they are capable of handling; no pressure tactics will 
be utilized to coerce members to take on more 
responsibilities. 


3) All tasks which have not been chosen by a volunteer 
will be reevaluated and, if deemed dispensable, will 
be eliminated (ie: if there are not enough dance 
coordinators, there might be a dance only every 
second month). Tasks which are deemed indispen- 
sable will be covered by the group of volunteers 
temporarily and ALL shall take on the responsibility 
of finding a volunteer who will agree to take on the 
particular task. All tasks and responsibilities iden- 
tified by the active members will be advertised 
regularly in the newsletter and lesbians will be en- 
couraged to volunteer for such. 
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4) All decisions will be taken by the “collective of 
workers”, the group of those volunteers who actively 
work for Womonspace. Decisions will continue to be 
made at monthly general meetings and all will strive to 
attain concensus rather than to proceed with votes. All 
lesbians will be welcome to attend general meetings 
but may join in the discussion only by invitation of the 
decision-makers. 


9) The “collective of workers” shall vary in size, 
depending on the number of active volunteers. All 
lesbians shall be welcome to join it as long as they 
accept to take ona responsibility or create a new one 
for themselves. 


6) Womonspace will continue to have a membership of 
lesbians who wish to receive the newsletter and receive 
certain other benefits, as determined by the “collective 
of workers”. 


7) — Allactive volunteers will seek to find a replacement for 
themselves before “retiring” and will “train” the new- 
comer if appropriate. 


As one can see, | am suggesting a new way of 
operating which is based on personal responsibility and 
responsibility towards the group, the “collective of 
workers”. Responsibility for Womonspace's direction, 
POWER, is transferred to this collective rather than to 
the board or the general membership. | will be recom- 
mending to the membership present at the annual 
general meeting that we suspend the articles of the 
bylaws of our society that will restrict our functioning 
according to the above-mentioned principles for a 
period of one year. After evaluation, we might wish to 
amend our bylaws to render them more flexible and 
“humane” towards our active members. For the survival 
of Womonspace, | hope that members will support this 
proposal. Discussion at the July and August general 
meeting centred around this topic and those present 
encouraged me to go on with my proposal. | am con- 
cerned about Womonspace’s future and | will be present 
at our annual general meeting. Will You? 
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Changes to 
the Newsletter 


Please note that Womonspace has decided to 
print and distribute the newsletter bi-monthly (every 
two months) rather than monthly until further notice. 


We will be printing upcoming issues as follows: 


November/December: 
e Submission Deadline: October 19 


e Meeting Date: October 27 at 3:00 p.m. at the 
Womonspace office. 


e Issue Theme: Lovers in other Lands 

lf you have stories, anecdotes, or general informa- 
tion about lesbian communities in other provinces, 
countries, or cultures please contribute to this next 
newsletter. 
January/February: 
e Submission Deadline: December 21 
e Meeting Date: December 29 at 3:00 p.m. 
e Issue Theme: To be announced 


By having the newsletter meetings on the 4th 
Sunday of the month rather than the 3rd Sunday (day 
after the dance) it gives us an extra week to collect and 
review submissions made at the dances. 

So, please! Look for the submission box at the 
dances!!! We have enjoyed receiving your letters, 
ideas, poems, and articles, and anxiously await more! 
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This Month’s Horoscope 


Iam Taurus 
Iam the foundation, I am the strength. 
and the endurance to be. 
Iam the Earth. 


Iam Scorpio 
I am the passion, I am the hidden 
and the revealing. 
Iam the Mysteries of life 
and death. 
I am the Sea. 


Iam Aquarius 
I am freedom I am a gatherer 
and the unity of all 
Iam the butterfly, touch my wings 
Iam what dies 
Iam the Sky. 


Iam Leo 
Iam the proud. I am the love 
the courage. 
I am the protector of the AIL 
Iam the Sun. 


Iam the sun and the moon 

I am the sunrise and sunset. 
Iam the light of day 

I am the black of night. 
Iam above 

as Iam below. 
Iam the wheel of life 

spring, summer, winter, fall. 
Iam life as 

I am death. 
Iam Eternity. I am Love. 


by Renée Fulsom 


by Renée Fulsom 


For those of you who love to read your horoscope but 
hate it when it says something like ‘a member of the opposite 
sex will find you irresistible”, Womonspace offers these very 
original astrological forecasts written just for gay women. 


Although it is the woman who ultimately controls her 
own destiny, the woman is but a conduit of energy whose 
inner harmony is governed by the interactive ebb and flow of 
other life energies around her. Each of these energies is in 
turn acted upon by other forces, some of which are recog- 
nizable through the science of astrology. The purpose of this 
column is to create an awareness, within the reader, of the 
astrological forces which affect her destiny. 


This Month’s Starfocus: 


VIRGO: (August 22 - September 22) 

Virgo is the great attention seeker. If you are a 
Virgo, you are committed to precision and self dis- 
cipline — you thrive in controlled situations (which 
also includes preplanning all spontaneity in the 
bedroom). You seek to become somewhat of an idol 
among your acquaintances and are very loyal to those 
who endeavor to worship you in the manner you 
believe you deserve. 

Others should take care if they ever get into a relation- 
ship with VIRGO. . . they may discover they are little more 
than part of her ever growing harem of lovers. 


LIBRA: (September 22 - October 22) 

If you are born under this sign, you live life on an 
inner set of scales: each side of the scales represents 
a different mood or emotion. You seek to keep the 
scales in balance, but sometimes too much emotional 
weight is added to one side and the scales tip 
dangerously, causing a dramatic shift in emotion. You 
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love beauty and the finer things in life, including 
romantic evenings with all the trimmings. 

To love a LIBRA is to experience a silver screen type 
of romance; everything perfect. Beware, however, as 
these women are exhibitionists at heart and assume the 
world is viewing your relationship like a nostalgic movie 
with a fairy-tale ending. Don't lose yourself in the script! 


VIRGO: (August 22 - September 22): Com- 
munications are at an all time high for the next few 
weeks. A good time to square away unresolved issues 
with friends or loved ones. 


LIBRA: (September 22 - 
October 22): Watch your temper 
throughout the next while. Perhaps engage in 
activities which allow you the solitude you need 
without the aggravation people sometimes bring. 


SCORPIO: (October 22 - November 22): 
Throughout the weekend of September 12 - 
14 you will be in a high energy cycle: all 
your sexual desires will be satis- 
fied - but do not use this energy 
negatively. Hold your tongue 
during these months or you will 
be caught eating foot! 


SAGGITARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 - December 22): You will 
go through a time of upheaval in your life during the 
next few months. To survive this stress keep your 
goals clearly in mind and do not waver in your path to 
achieve them. Remember: every cloud has a silver 
lining. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 22): This 
is a good time to turn your focus inward and examine 
the various philosophies of existence to help refocus 
you as to your ultimate purpose in this life. 


AQUARIUS: (January 22 - February 22): If you 
feel like your life had been heading in the wrong 
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direction over the last while, you will now experience 
the “rubber band” effect: your life will take a sudden 
turn and fire you ahead in all you seek to do. 


PISCES: (February 22 - March 22): The full 
moon is in Pisces in September: This is a very 
psychic time for you. Your powers are running high 
So use them to your advantage. Listen to your intui- 
tive voice for a change. 


ARIES: (March 22 - April 22): In the last part of 
September, your powers of communication will be 
excellent. Seek out harmony in giving back to others 
what you have taken over the last 
few months. 


a a TAURUS: (April 22 - May 

de 22): Be prepared to meet up 
with your “opposite” in Oc- 
tober. This person may compli- 
ment your life or become a 
nemesis that you must battle to 
overcome. The changes you 
have recently experienced in 
your life are now finally begin- 
ning to pay off. 


GEMINI: (May 22 - June 
22): Physical energy will flow 
at the start of this period. Your 
love lifemay becomeabittense— utilize your oppos- 
ing thought processes to help overcome your 
problems. 


CANCER: (June 22 - July 22): You will 
regain the emotional equilibrium previously lost. 
Watch out as the waters will again run rough at 
the end of October. 


LEO: (July 22 - August 22): Pull out the wine and 
roses throughout the month of September and into 
October: you may be meeting the “love of your life”. 
Have a ball! 
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Coming Events 


Riverdale Dance — Sept. 28 


A Womyn's dance will take place at Riverdale Community Hall 
— 9231 - 100 Ave, starting at 8:30 p.m. Board games inthe lounge. 
Admission is $7.00 (sliding scale). 


Vision Potluck — Sept. 14 


Another potluck/dance sponsored by the Unitarian Church — 
12530 - 110 Ave, will be held on Saturday, Sept. 14, starting at6:00 
p.m. The dance will start at 8:30 p.m. Admission is free and 
everyone is welcome. 


Relationships Course 

Vision, the lesbian/gay Unitarian group is tentatively planning 
a 6-week course on relationships. The course will be co-ed and 
aimed at both singles and couples. Possible topics: an introduction 
to relationships, games people play, special aspects of lesbian/gay 
relationships, and surviving the loss of a relationship. Call Steve 
Ungerer at 488-5195 for more information. 


Global Vision/Local Action 
— CRIAW Conference 


The national conference of the Canadian Research Institute for 
the Advancement of Women will take place in Edmonton, Nov. 8 - 
10, at the Westin hotel. The conference theme is Global 
Vision/Local Action. Fees are $150.00 ($75.00 for students and 
low-income womyn) for all conference events, including lunches 
and the Saturday night banquet and entertainment. Half-day 
registration is also available for $20.00. If you can help by volun- 
teering before or during the conference, or by billeting an out-of- 
town participant, please call Marcelline or Noreen at 492-8950. 


Special September Dance 

Colleen Lazarek and Corolyn Wardlaw present a special treat 
of live dance music at the upcoming Womyn’s Dance on Septem- 
ber 21. Don't miss it! 


Weekend Workshop 


Recovery Counselling Services Ltd. is offering a Weekend 
Workshop for lesbian couples on March 21 and 22, 1992. Leaders 
are Martine Charles, M.S.W. from Vancouver and Cathy Mahew, 
M.S.W. of Edmonton. Workshops will focus on a broad spectrum 
of issues unique to lesbian relationships. More details forthcoming. 


Want a Music Festival? 


The early stages of organizing an Alberta Womyn's Music 
Festival are underway. Board members are being sought now. 
Anyone interested, particularly if you have any kind of experience 
organizing large events, can contact Lorelei Loveridge at 433-4590. 


New Group in Town 
F.L.U.F.F. — Feminine Lesbians Unite for 
Freedom! Anyone who feels they fit the description 
of “feminine lesbian” is welcome to call Wray at 
436-5168 or Lisa at 465-6456. We are having a 
dinner meeting in early October and welcome any 
womyn who would like to become involved. 


Edmonton Feminist Singers 

All womyn are invited to join the Edmonton Feminist Singers. 
We are rehearsing songs to perform at the CRIAW Conference in 
November. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome. To find out 
about the next practice please call Carol at 428-8159. 


Lorelei Loveridge 


at the December Womonspace Dance 
Lorelei Loveridge will be Co-Sponsoring the December Womyn's 
dance. She will perform several of her original folk music songs after 
which the regular dance music will be featured. Get there about 8:00 p.m. 
in order to hear this very talented Edmonton Womon perform! 


“Take Back the Night” 


Edmonton Rally/March 
September 13, 1991 — 8:00 p.m. at Canada Place 
Participants will march from Canada Place to Beaverhill Park (105 
Street) then back to Canada Place. Entertainment at Mom’s Deli (10128 
- 100 Street) after the march. All womyn welcome. Please bring a candle. 


Womonspace 


Annual General Mecting aD 


Sunday, September 22 at 2:00 p.m. 

The future of Womonspace will be decided at this time. If youenjoy having 
a lesbian organization in your city, now is the time to get involved so that we 
won't have to close our doors. Even if you are not presently a member you can 
still help — everyone is welcome. Dinner at Café Ivana after the meeting 


PERSONALS 


e Candy and Janey would like to thank Shadow for her effort in 
doing computer work for Womonspace. 


e Congratulations to Elizabeth and Sonya on the formalization of 
your union August 3, 1991. Best Wishes from Karen H. 


e Many of us would like to extend our thanks to Candy for her 
hard work these past few months. Without her there wouldn't 
have been a dance last month. Please give her a big hug! 
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The Last Word 


is Yours 


Dear Womonspace Editor: 


| would like to respond to L. Chan's letter printed in the June 
Issue, as | am the person to whom she refers. | have spoken on 
three occasions as a woman who loves women mentally, emo- 
tionally, physically, and sexually. | decided to speak to groups 
specifically about myself as lesbian for a few reasons. | felt 
trapped in my own silences, in spite of being “out” to all of my 
friends, my family, and several of my co-workers. | felt angry 
about the macrocosmic myths about gays and lesbians and how 
that has translated into the microcosmic oppression of my 
rights, freedoms, and personal expression. Upon realizing that 
my own growth and accomplishments to date were the direct 
results of my own forging ahead, | decided to take action and do 
something to affect change in a greater way. So, | began to speak 
to select groups about the personal and political issues pertain- 
ing to being lesbian. Communicating with other people for 
personal and global growth is my first love, and, as it happens, 
| am a teacher. My experience as a guest speaker has been very 
positive. What | have found is that an honest and open approach 
allows others to safely contemplate their own thoughts, feelings, 
and beliefs about homosexuality. | have never purported to 
speak for all gays and lesbians, and | thought that this was made 
clear in the workshop Chan attended. | recall emphasizing 
repeatedly that | referred to only my personal experiences, and 
not those of every gay and lesbian. With regard to Chan's 
specific criticism of my “setting them straight” about why | am 
gay, | wish to say the following: | shared with the group what | 
felt were things that | believe have influenced my choice to 
explore and choose relationships with women. Of these things, 
| shared how previous child sexual abuse and the subsequent 
loss of trust and respect for men in intimate relationships have 
strongly influenced my feelings, emotionally and sexually. | did 
not say that this was the “reason” for or “cause” of my 
homosexuality. | do not know for sure what the cause of 
homosexuality is, nor do researchers. This has been a 
debated mystery since the beginning of time, really, and 
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when | speak to a group and the question arises, | speak of 
my personal experiences while being careful to point out that 
not every lesbian has been abused by men. | must say | was 
distressed to read some of the underlying messages within 
Chan's letter. She implies that women who have been abused 
by men and turn to women, for whatever reason, are less 
“credible” than other lesbians who may have been “born” 
that way. | dare to say that the reason of having been “born 
homosexual” has become a popular one for gays and les- 
bians because it empowers us to refute claims that we chose 
to be homosexual or were influenced environmentally and, 
therefore, with counselling can change. Contrary to Chan, | 
do believe | am “entitled” to my own “reason for being”, as 
is everyone. Who better knows us than ourselves? | see 
Chan's point. | may have been a bit too honest and some may 
use what I've said to reinforce the “superiority” over gays and 
lesbians. And, in the future, | will address this very point in 
my talks. However, written comments from participants of 
the course Chan was in speak for themselves: 

“Your willingness to share meant a lot to me.” 

“You taught me to drop barriers and see people for the person.” 

“| love your courage and vivacious personality.” 

"A speaker and a confident woman. A conduit” 

‘really felt that you gave me permission to be attracted to my own sex.” 


| believe | affected some positive change by sharing. | 
risked. | reaped the rewards of receiving these comments, 
and hopefully a lot more. | will choose how to express myself 
as a lesbian, personally and publicly. | will decide what risks 
to take. | don't abdicate responsibility to the “community” 
when | speak. However, | won't accept responsibility for 
others who choose not to speak for themselves. | encourage 
us to work together for change, and to risk a little more when 
probable chances are that we will be successful. 


be 
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All Womonspace activities are open to members and 
non-members. Activities are free unless otherwise noted. 
Everyone is welcome. The Womyn's Building is located in 
the basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Monthly General Meeting 
September 10, 7:30p.m., Womyn's Building (Bsmnt, 9930 
- 106 Street). The following meeting will be held October 8. 


Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, September 22, 2:00 p.m., The future of 
Womonspace will be decided at this time. If you enjoy having 
a lesbian organization in your city, now is the time to get 
involved so that we won't have to close our doors. Even if you 
are not presently a member you can still help — everyone is 
welcome — Dinner at Café Ivana after the meeting. 


ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM 
No Cover Charge to 8 PM — FREE Pool Tables 


10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA 


(403) 426-3150 


Womonspace Activities 


Lesbian Drop-in 

September 12, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Womyn's Building 
(Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). The following drop-in will 
be held on October 10. 


Newsletter Meeting 


October 27 , 3:00 p.m., Womyn's Building (Base- 
ment, 9930 - 106 Street). 


Womonspace Dance 


September 21, at 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m., Bonnie 
Doon Hall (9420 - 93 Street) Admission: Members - 
$5.00, Non-members - $8.00. 

Door prizes: gourmet basket from Aunt Willma, and 
a bottle of liquor from the Roost. The following dance will 
be held on October 19. 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food: You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 


Credits 
Agate, Kerri, Barb L., Sue J., Wray D., 
Renée F. Lisa A., Karen H. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace 
News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 
Opinions of Womonspace. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 
Basement, 9930-106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 107 


Phone: 425-0511 


